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2009 Fall CBC Health Braintrust:

Addressing The Forgotten Faces and Voices of Health Reform

Friday, September 25, 2009 – 8:30 am to 4:50 pm
Washington Convention Center, Room (tbd)

Washington, DC

Overview:  

The 2009 Fall CBC Health Braintrust will occur as the nation’s health care system is being overhauled and reformed, and thus provides an excellent opportunity to raise awareness about the health care reform bill, the health and health care topics that need to be addressed during this historic time and the impact that health care reform will have on individuals, communities, providers and businesses.  
Themed Addressing The Forgotten Faces and Voices of Health Reform, the 2009 Fall CBC Health Braintrust will feature expert panelists who will not only discuss health care reform and the critically important health and health care issues which remain under-addressed, but also will highlight the important role of health care reform in bolstering community-centric health equity efforts that have been successful.  Finally during the 2009 Health Braintrust, several special presentations also will be delivered, including one that will showcase the findings of a new report that quantifies the actual costs of health disparities and one that analyzes the relationship between the nation’s demographic data, health care needs trends and health care spending patterns.

DESCRIPTIVE AGENDA
Breakfast and Welcome Remarks
8:30 am – 9:00 am

Welcoming remarks will be given by Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen and Congressman Danny K. Davis (invited), Co-Chairs of the CBC Health and Wellness Task Force, other members of Congress and key sponsors.

During the welcome remarks, A. Barry Rand (invited), the Chief Executive Officer, AARP, who will explore the importance o f health care reform and the pivotal role it will play for older Americans.
Session I:  Cutting to the Chase:  What Health Care Reform Will Mean For You
9:00 am to 10:15 am

During this session, panelists with extensive health policy expertise will provide an overview of the health care reform bill and its impact on the health and health care of individuals, communities, providers and the overall health care system.  A moderated Q&A session will follow this session.

Special Remarks by:
NancyAnn DeParle, (invited) Director, White House Office of Health Reform.  Ms. DeParle will provide an overview of the health care reform bill, explore the health care reform priorities that the Administration has established.  

Additional panelists will include:

Doneg McDonough, Legislative and Policy Director, Health Care for American Now! (HCAN).  Mr. McDonough will explore the importance of the public option in health care reform and the critically important role that it will play to not only significantly reduce uninsurance, but also to protect health care consumers and ensure that every American has access to meaningful health care benefits.

Rachel Davis, Managing Director, The Prevention Institute.  Ms. Davis. will deliver remarks that explain the impact of health care reform on preventive health care and the importance of prevention in overall health and wellness.
Session II:  Redeeming The Forgotten Voices:  Pathways to Justice!  
10:20 am to 12:15 pm

During this session, panelists will explore some of the unique health and health care issues of various constituencies – such as ex-offenders, incarcerated populations and their families, foster children and foster families, the homeless, immigrants and blended families, and individuals who live in the U.S. Territories – that currently are under-addressed in the health care reform bill.  A moderated Q&A session will follow this session. 

Panelists will include:

Dr. Barbara DiPietro, Director of Policy, National Health Care for the Homeless Council.  Dr. DiPietro will deliver remarks about the impact that health care reform will have on the nation’s homeless population.  Dr. DiPietro also will raise awareness about the unique health and health care barriers facing homeless Americans and the role that health care reform can play in addressing these issues.

Amy Fettig, Staff Counsel, American Civil Liberties Union’s National Prison Project.   Ms. Fettig will explore the health and health care issues that are unique to ex-offenders, incarcerated populations and their families, and how these individuals will be served under the current health care reform bill.

Hemi Kim, DC Director, National Korean American Service and Education Consortium.   Ms.Kim will raise awareness about immigrant health, the role that health care reform will play in the health and health care of immigrants and blended families, and some of the under-addressed health and health care issues facing immigrants that health care reform could and should address.

MaryLee Allen (invited), Director, Child Welfare and Mental Health, Children’s Defense Fund.  Ms. Allen will raise awareness about the unique health and health care issues facing children in foster care and will assess how the health care reform bill meets these challenges.  Additionally, Ms. Allen will present various approaches for meeting the health care needs of children in the foster care system that could be incorporated into the health care reform bill.

Julia Sheen (invited), Commissioner of Health, U.S. Virgin Islands.  Commissioner Sheen will raise awareness about how the health and health care issues of the residents of the U.S. Territories are addressed in the health care reform bill.  

Special Presentation by Dr. Gary Puckrein, National Minority Quality Forum – The Changing Face of America and Health Care Reform:  Health Care Needs Versus Health Care Spending
12:15 pm to 12:30 pm

During this special presentation, Dr. Puckrein will present health and health care data, along with current health care spending trends, and will explore how health care reform can work to ensure that the nation’s health care spending reflects and reaches those with unmet health care needs.  
CBC Health Braintrust Awards Luncheon with Two Special Presentations 

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm

Special Presentation I:  Dr. Brian Smedley, Health Policy Institute at the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies and Dr. Darrell Gaskin, the University of Maryland

The findings of a groundbreaking new report by Drs. Smedley and Gaskin that assesses the costs of health disparities will be presented.  A moderated Q&A session will follow this special lunch presentation. 
Special Presentation II: Dr. Reed Tuckson (invited), UnitedHealth Group

Dr. Reed Tuckson will explore the importance of health care reform and will set the stage for the remaining sessions of the Health Braintrust by generally exploring the gaps in health care reform and the importance and effectiveness of community-centric health equity efforts.

Following the special presentations, several individuals will be honored for their significant contributions around health care reform and working to eliminate health disparities and achieve health equity. 

Session III:  Opportunities in Health Care Reform:  Filling in the Gaps Around Scoring, Prevention and Health Equity
1:45 pm to 2:45 pm

During this session, expert panelists will explore the importance of pressing against additional cuts to the health care reform bill.  Additionally, panelists will speak about the need to modernize the scoring of preventive health care provisions, bolster prevention of chronic and acute conditions – such as lung cancer and diabetes, as well as HIV/AIDS – and better achieve health equity, and the role that H.R. 3200 could play toward those objectives.  A moderated Q&A session will follow this session.  

Panelists will include:

Chris Porter, Director, Government Affairs, Novo Nordisk Inc.  Mr. Porter will explore the important role that the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) plays in health care reform, the current methodology used by CBO to score prevention and the need to modernize the scoring process to ensure that all possible cost savings are captured.

Dr. Jeffrey Levi (invited), Executive Director, Trust for America’s Health.  Dr. Levi will explore the existing provisions around the prevention of chronic and acute conditions, their pivotal and necessary role in health care reform, and strategies to improve these provisions to ensure that every American has reliable access to robust chronic and acute disease prevention services and treatments.

Daniel Dawes, Senior Legislative & Federal Affairs Officer, American Psychological Association and Chair of the National Working Group on Health Disparities and Health Reform.  Mr. Dawes will deliver remarks about the role that health care reform will likely play in efforts to reduce health disparities and improve the health and well being of racial and ethnic minorities and other populations affected by health inequities. Mr. Dawes also will highlight aspects of the health care reform bill that need to be strengthened and expanded in order to bolster efforts to achieve health equity.
Terrance Moore, Associate Director, Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD).  Mr. Moore will explore the role that health care reform will likely play to bolster HIV, STD and viral hepatitis prevention efforts – particularly those around reducing incidence of new infections and linking newly identified cases into care – across the United States and in the U.S. Territories and the crucial role these efforts will play in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Session IV:  Using Health Care Reform to Create Community-Centric Efforts  

2:50 pm to 4:00 pm

During this session, health and health care stakeholders from across the nation will explore the critical role that health care reform can play in supporting community-centric health equity efforts that have been successful at improving the health care and health outcomes of some of the nation’s most underserved communities.  A moderated Q&A and “lessons learned” session will follow.

Panelists will include, but are not limited to, the following:

Dr. Willarda Edwards, President, National Medical Association.  Dr. Edwards will discuss the pivotal role that racial and ethnic minority providers play to improve the health and well being of individuals in under-served communities.  Additionally, Dr. Edwards will explore the role that racial and ethnic minority providers can play to ensure and bolster the objectives of accountable care organizations (ACOs), medical homes and health empowerment zones.  

Dr. Natasha Williams, Associate Attorney, Bailey and Glasser, LLP.  Dr. Williams will discuss how prison health impacts that health of the community when the formerly incarcerated return home and how re-entry centers can serve as one-

stop comprehensive health and social services centers or “medical and social homes” for those that return home. 
Jennifer Deng-Pickett (invited), DC Language Access Coalition.  Ms. Deng-Pickett will deliver remarks about language access, the important role that translation services play in health care quality and health outcomes, and how health care reform could bolster ongoing and forthcoming community-based language and translation services.  
Pedro Jose Greer, Jr (invited), Florida International University College of Medicine.  Mr. Greer will present on the University’s efforts to promote and improve community health and the promising role that health care reform can play in not only supporting the University’s efforts, but in supporting similar efforts that other medical and allied health programs across the country launch.
Dr. Janna Andrews, Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology, Indiana University School of Medicine.  Dr. Andrews will raise awareness about health literacy and will explore the importance and value of community-centric health literacy efforts not only in bolstering the patient-provider communication channels, but also in strengthening the quality of health care and improved health outcomes.  Additionally, Dr. Andrews will discuss how health care reform can bolster ongoing initiatives in community health centers and related settings to help patients surmount health literacy barriers.
Closing Discussion and Final Remarks

4:10 pm to 4:50 pm

Congresswoman Christensen, who will serve as the lead moderator of this session, other Members of Congress, and key health and health care stakeholders will engage in a moderated discussion about promising ideas about the next steps that should be taken as health care reform continues to unfold.

Panelists will include, but are not limited to, the following:
Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen

Dr. Willarda Edwards, President, National Medical Association

Ashley Nellis (invited), Research Analyst, The Sentencing Project
Dr. Goulda Downer (invited), National Minority AIDS Education Training Center
Myla Moss (invited), the National Dental Education Association
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